
 

MERTHYR TYDFIL SACRE 
 

REPORT TO: STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 

 
DATE:    10th JUNE 2014 
 
SUBJECT:  REVIEW OF SACRE REPORTS 2008- 2011  
 
PURPOSE: TO DISCUSS THE REPORT 
 
 
CONTEXT 
 

This review provides a summary of the work of SACREs showing ways in which they 
support schools and endeavour to raise standards in religious education and support 
collective worship in schools.  
 
Recommendations included in the Welsh Government Review of SACRE 
reports: 
 

1. SACREs should continue to provide effective advice to their local authorities 

on matters related to raising standards in teaching and learning as identified 

in the agreed syllabuses. All SACREs should continue to support schools and 

monitor and evaluate the success of the advice given. 

 

2. SACREs should continue to provide advice about teaching methods, 

resources and teacher training to their local authority. SACREs should ensure 

that an evaluation procedure is in place to assess the impact of that advice on 

standards. 

 

3. SACREs should continue to advise their local authorities on supporting and 

evaluating effective collective worship to ensure compliance with statutory 

requirements. All SACREs should continue to address these issues on a 

regular basis. 

 

4. Every local authority is required to have a SACRE. SACREs are required by 

law to produce annual reports of their work. These reports provide: 

 

• information about the support and guidance given by the local authority 

to help raise standards in religious education and collective worship 

 

• a summary of the advice that has been given to the local authorities by 

their SACREs, and a report of the outcomes. 

 

By 30 December each year, SACREs should send their annual reports to the 
Department for Education and Skills (DfES) as required by the Welsh 
Government (reference: circular number10/94: Religious Education and 
Collective Worship). 
 



 

5. Each local authority must adopt a locally agreed syllabus for religious 

education for all community schools, foundation schools and voluntary 

schools without a religious character, and review it every five years. (Those 

schools with a religious character are required to provide RE and collective 

worship in accordance with their trust deed, or the tenets of the faith or 

denomination unless special provisions have been requested under 

paragraphs 3 and 4, Section 2 – schedule 19 of the School, Standards and 

Framework Act 1998). 

 
SACREs advise local authorities on this matter and an agreed syllabus 
conference is convened to make recommendations, and to submit revised 
syllabuses for approval and adoption. 

 
DfES welcomes the work undertaken by local authorities to review their locally 
agreed syllabuses 

 

6. All SACREs are now invited to consider ways in which they might best 

support and monitor schools when continuing to implement their revised 

agreed syllabuses and how they will evaluate the success of that support. 

SACREs work with their local authorities to monitor and improve standards in 
religious education in schools. This is carried out by analysing school inspection 
reports, self-evaluation reports, examination results and results of end of key stage 
assessments, as well as by making school visits and conducting surveys. 
 
DfES acknowledges the efforts made by SACREs, local authorities and schools to 
sustain the high standards demonstrated in these inspection grades. 

 

7. With changes that have occurred in inspection procedures, all SACREs are 

invited to advise local authorities on adopting effective ways of monitoring and 

supporting schools in implementing quality RE for 3 to 19 year- olds in Wales.  

Self evaluation procedures having become more important, all SACREs are 

invited to follow the current practice of many in evaluating these on an annual 

basis, contacting schools to offer support and/or request that learners are 

provided with their statutory RE entitlement. 

 

8. SACREs should explore where necessary strategies to narrow the gap in 

attainment between boys and girls in RE examination results. 

DfES welcomes the SACREs’ analysis and discussion of examination results. This is 
particularly helpful when results are compared with all-Wales figures, results from 
previous years, entry pattern and gender issues. 

 

9. DfES recommends that all analysis of examination results leads to purposeful 

discussion and, where appropriate, focused action and subsequent 

monitoring in order to support schools and share good practice with the aim of 

raising standards. 

DfES welcomes the varied support provided by local authorities, including the work of 
school supportive reviews, INSET meetings and sharing forums. Teachers have 
been encouraged to familiarise themselves with new resources. 



 

 

10. DfES recommends that this evidence of good practice continues and 

develops and that further measures are taken to monitor, evaluate, and 

improve provision in order to sustain high standards. 

 

11. SACREs must monitor and advise on the provision schools make for 

collective worship. The reports should note any advice given to the local 

authority in the form of guidance documents, adviser input, recommended 

resources and INSET. SACREs should report on the effectiveness of the 

advice, and work alongside their local authorities to support the 

implementation of quality collective worship. 

DfES welcomes the strategies that have been implemented to monitor the provision 
of collective worship, to ensure compliance and to support good practice through 
INSET, analysis of inspection reports and school visits by SACRE members. 

 

12. SACREs should continue to provide positive advice to their local authorities 

and that they continue to foster links with schools through school visits by 

SACRE members and effective monitoring and guidance. 

DfES recognises that SACREs make significant contributions to local and national 
issues. DfES acknowledges that SACREs, through the advice they give their local 
authorities, can make a valuable contribution in promoting community cohesion and 
intercultural/interfaith understanding across Wales by further supporting quality RE 
for all learners. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
To consider the ‘Review of SACRE Reports for 2008 -2011’ and the 
recommendations made by DfES.   
 

  
  


